1808

1808 : The fire broke out at approximately 4 am on the morning of September 21st and raged most violently at the upper end of Bow
Street. It also destroyed nine houses and an inn called The Smugglers. Many fire engines attended but there was a shameful want of
water. At an early stage in the fire a party of firemen broke open the great door under the piazza on the western side of the theatre, and
having introduced an engine into the passages in the interior, they then directed it towards the galleries where the fire appeared to be
raging most fiercely. Suddenly the roof collapsed inwards, burying the firemen and volunteers. The fire raged till noon, by which time
23 bodies had been removed to St Paul’s churchyard on the opposite side of Covent Garden, and many injured people had been sent to
Middlesex Hospital.
During the conflagration eight people were arrested for looting and were lodged in the Covent Garden watch-house to await trial.
The fire has destroyed all the scenery and costumes, and the priceless collection of manuscript music and original scorings of Handel,
Arne and others as well as the library of original play manuscripts. Handel’s famous pipe organ has also been lost to the fire.

1808 : William Betty has given up his
stage career and enrolled at Cambridge
University. For the past two years he
has been touring provincial theatres
with some success, but his London
career finished after the phenomenal
success of just one season, 18041805. He is said to have earned
£10,000 from his short-lived but
never-to-be-forgotten London year,
and he has increased this considerably
with his touring engagements. He is
said to be the wealthiest actor in the
country, even though he is just 15
years old.
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John Philip Kemble and Mrs Siddons in “Macbeth” - the play that Kemble has declared will be the
opening production of a new Covent Garden Theatre if he can raise the funds for rebuilding.

